Osteopathic medical student applicants
The number of osteopathic medical student applicants dropped for the third consecutive year. The largest number of applicants in recent years was 10,781 in 1996. That number declined to 10,764 in 1997; 9554 in 1998; 8396 in 1999; and 7708 in 2000 . This represents a decrease of 22% between 1996 and 2000 ( Table 1 ).
The number of underrepresented minority applicants has also decreased. In the 1997-1998 academic year, underrepresented minority applicants reached its highest number of 984. That number decreased to 936 in the 1998-1999 academic year and to 790 in 1999-2000-a decrease of 15.6% of underrepresented minority applicants for the past two academic years (Figure 1) . 
Enrollment
Despite a decrease in applications, firstyear enrollment continues to increase. The first-year enrollment in the 1998-1999 academic year was 2745, an increase of 53 students; in the 1999-2000 academic year, first-year enrollment was 2848, an increase of 103 students (Figure 2) .
The percentage of ethnic minority students has remained fairly stable. Ethnic minorities (African American, Asian/Pacific Islanders, Hispanic, and Native Americans students) represent 22.9% (2259) of the total enrollment in the 1998-1999 academic year, and 22.8% (2369) of the total enrollment in the 1999-2000 academic year. Asian/Pacific Islanders continue to comprise a large portion of the student population, with 1400 students attending the COMs in the 1998-1999 academic year, and 1535 in the 1999-2000 academic year ( Table 3) .
The number of female osteopathic medical students enrolled at the COMs continues to increase. In the [1998] [1999] academic year the total number of women enrolled was 3862 (39.1% of all students), and 4181 in the 1999-2000 academic year (40.2% of all students; Table 4 ).
Geographic source of first-year students
First-year osteopathic medical students continue to seek a medical education in their home state. Of the 1514 first-year students enrolled at the 19 COMs during the 1998-1999 academic year, 55.2% were residents of the state in which the COM was located. During the 1999-2000 academic year, 1646 (58.6%) of the first-year students were from the state in which the COM was located. The University of North Texas Health Science Center of Fort Worth Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine continues to have the highest percentage of in-state students for the 1998-1999 and 1999-2000 academic years (55.2% and 58.6%, respectively) . Kirksville College of Osteopathic Medicine in Missouri has the highest percentage of out-of-state students for the 1998-1999 and 1999-2000 academic years (87% and 89%, respectively; Table  5 ). This disparity may be explained primarily by the different missions of the two COMs.
College record of freshmen
Incoming freshmen for the 1998-1999 and 1999-2000 academic years had a mean grade point average of 3.39 and 3.44, respectively, which has remained fairly constant since the 1997-1998 academic year (3.41). Mean MCAT scores for students entering in the 1998-1999 and 1999-2000 academic years were as (93.1% in 1998-1999; 93.8% in 1999-2000) teach the clinical sciences, and the remainder in preclinical sciences (6.9% in 1998-1999; 6.2% in 1999-2000) . The percentage of volunteer faculty staffing the 19 COMs continues to be stable, with 70.5% in 1998-1999 and 76.5% in 1999-2000 . The largest number of fulltime academicians continues to teach family medicine (Table 6 ).
Income and expenditures of osteopathic medical colleges
The 19 COMs reported a total revenue of $604.1 million in fiscal year 1998, which constitutes a 12% increase from 1997 ($538.3 million). During fiscal year 1999 the COMs reported a total revenue of $636.2 million in fiscal year 1999, which constitutes an 11% increase from fiscal year 1998. As in the past, tuition contributes substantially to total revenues ( Table 7) . Students benefit from state government funding, which continues to play an important role in the fiscal health of osteopathic medical education. The Armed Forces also continues to be a significant source of funds to students and their schools through the Armed Forces Health Professions Scholarship Program.
Total expenditures in fiscal year 1998 were approximately $544.6, and for fiscal year 1999 total expenditures were approximately $587.2 million. Instruction continues to account for the largest portion of expenditures.
(continued on page 677) 
